Gerry Pollet, J.D.: Attorney and executive director of Heart of America Northwest,
and Legal Advocates for Washington

Heart of America Northwest is the leading watchdog group for the most contaminated
area in the Western hemisphere, the Hanford Nuclear Reservation. Gerry has been the region’s
leading advocate for cleanup and opposing use of Hanford as a national radioactive waste dump
since writing and leading the successful statewide referendum opposing Hanford’s selection as
the nation’s first High-Level Nuclear Waste repository in 1986. Gerry and Heart of America
Northwest were awarded the University of Washington’s School of Public Health’s Community
Service award for 2010.

Gerry was one of the principal co-authors of Washington State's Model Toxics Control
Act (state superfund and toxic waste cleanup law passed by voters as Initiative 97), and was
principal author of the state’s updated regulations on use of reasonable maximum exposure
scenarios in performing risk assessments and public involvement pursuant to Washington’s
hazardous waste cleanup law. Gerry served several years as an environmental community
representative to Washington Ecology’s Model Toxics Control Act Advisory Committee.

He is frequently quoted in regional and national news media regarding Hanford and
nuclear waste cleanup, hazardous waste law and open government (Gerry serves on the board of
the Washington Coalition for Open Government as secretary and on the Coalition’s legal
committee). Recent news stories featuring interviews with Gerry and relying on his and Heart of
America Northwest’s research have appeared on CNN, the front page of the Washington Post,
NPR, and many regional media outlets.

Gerry has also drafted numerous other provisions of state and federal laws relating to:
hazardous waste treatment and cleanup; radioactive waste disposal; funding for cleanup of
federal facilities; growth management; open government; affordable universal telephone service
and other utility services; and, the Washington Telephone Buyers Protection Act.

Since its founding in 1987, Heart of America Northwest has been in the forefront of the
lobbying effort for the cleanup of Hanford and all U.S. Department of Energy nuclear weapons
production sites. Mr. Pollet has served on numerous advisory boards for state and local
governments and the U.S. Department of Energy. Gerry was the recipient of the Washington
Physicians’ for Social Responsibility Beeson Peace Award (previously given to Governor
Gregoire) and the Alliance for Nuclear Accountability’s national grassroots activist of the year.
Heart of America Northwest was named as the “Best Regional Environmental Group” by the
Spokane Peace and Justice Alliance in 2008. Gerry has testified by invitation to U.S. House and
Senate committees, and his work has been relied upon for major stories in the NY Times,
Washington Post, NPR, CNN, and regional media. The University of Washington School of
Public Health awarded Gerry and Heart of America Northwest its 2010 Community Service
award.

Gerry is a frequent guest lecturer at regional universities, including invited colloquiam or
guest lectures on risk assessment, Hanford and global warming; and, at legal conferences and
continuing legal education programs, including a presentation on the use of risk assessment



under RCRA for the ABA Section on Environment annual meeting; presentations at University
of Oregon and University of Washington Law School, and continuing legal education courses on
MTCA, RCRA and the federal Superfund (CERCLA).

www.hoanw.org



